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caspia.   The Government was just then attempting to con-
vert these vast estates into a sort of agricultural experi-
mental station for the cultivation  of cotton and other
valuable industrial plants.   To make the soil fertile it was
necessary to irrigate it with water drawn from the Amu-
Darya River.  This worked great hardships on the popula-
tion of this region where water is exceedingly scarce and is
considered the most precious of gifts.   For this reason the
local population was extremely hostile to the undertaking.
The people were embittered by what they thought was an
effort on the part of the Russian Czar to take away a part
of their water after he had appropriated to himself vast
stretches of their land.   Of course, neither Alexander II
who originated the idea of the Murgab experimental sta-
tion, nor Alexander III were aware of this aspect of the
matter   We telegraphed to the Court Minister, reporting
that when irrigated the Murgab steppe would perhaps be
fit for the cultivation of cotton, but that the local popula-
tion and also the Governor of the region had assumed a
hostile attitude toward the project for the reason that the
irrigation of the Murgab Domains would considerably
reduce the water resources of the region and thus endanger
the agricultural industry by which the population subsisted.
I doutt whether the telegram was shown to the Ernperon
On our way to Turkestan we visited the Caucasus, and I
spent two days with rny wife at Kislovodsk, the celebrated
health resort, where she was taking a cure.   When I left
her she was in high spirits and very hopeful as to her health;
We agreed to return to St. Petersburg at about the same
time-   But instead of going directly north after sheJiad
completed her course of treatment, my wife visited her
brother in the latter's country estate in the province of
Chernigov and wrote me that she had a very pleasant time
there.    In the meantime I returned to St. Petersburg.
Shortly after my arrival there I received a telegram inform-